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Reported/ Indirect Speech
There are two ways of relating what a person has said: direct and indirect. In direct speech, we repeat the original speaker’s exact words:

He said: “I have lost my umbrella”

In Direct Speech, we give the exact meaning of a remark or speech, without necessarily using the speacker’s exact words:

He said that he had lost his umbrella.
To express statements in Reported Speech, we must bear in mind that certain  tense changes are necessary

Example: Tom:” The train will be late”

Reported Speech: Tom said that the train would be late.

	Tense changes

Direct Speech                                          To                               Reported Speech

	
Future                                                                                        Conditional

Future continuous                                                               Conditional continous

Simple Present                                                                            Simple past

Present continuous                                                                    Past continuos

Present perfect                                                                          Past perfect

Present perfect continuous                                              Past Perfect Continuous


More examples:

He said: “Anne will be in Paris in Monday.”

He said that Anne would be in Paris on Monday

He said: “I will be using the car myself”

He said that he would be using the car himself

“I never eat meat”, he explained

He explained that he never ate meat

	Would, should, ought, had better, might, used to, could and must do not normally change


He said: “I might be there”

He said that he might be there

She said : “I would help him if I could”

She said that she would help him if she could

Adverbs and Adverbial phrases of time change as follows.

	Direct
	Reported

	Today
	That day

	Yesterday
	The day before

	The day before yesterday
	Two days before

	Tomorrow
	The next day/ following day

	The day after tomorrow
	In 2 days’ time

	Next week/ next year
	The following week/ year

	Last week/ year
	The previous week/year

	A year ago
	A year before/ the previous year


	
	Exercises


Put the following sentences into Reported Speech

1. I am going to town with my sister

2. You have bought yourself a new hat

3. We are very late

4. I want to speak to you

5. We have finished our work

6. He is ready to come with us

7. They do not know you

8. I will answer the phone

9. You can do it if you try

10. It might rain tomorrow

11. She has done her homework well

12. We are living in another house now

13. I have been shopping all the morning

14. I have not told you anything yet

15. You may see the photos if you like

16. She has written me a long letter

17. I am giving a party to all my friends this week

18. You have  an excellent cook

19. We have not heard the news

20. You must hurry up

21. I like oranges better than bananas

22. They are learning higher mathematics

23. He is sitting over there

24. You are not working hard enough

25. She has given me a present

26. You play the piano very well

27. I have been in an aeroplane many times

28. You have been very quick

29. Elizabeth has gone to school

30. They are waiting outside

31. We always try to please you

32. I have been smoking too much

33. I met him last year

34. They will be here soon

35. He is going to Berlin tomorrow

36. They went away yesterday

37. I think she is married

38. He can come in when I have finished my work

39. The clock will never work again if you try to mend it

40. I lost my temper yesterday morning.

Questions in Reported Speech

He asked: “Where is she going?”

Reported Speech--( He asked where she was going

When we turn direct questions in to indirect speech, the following changes are necessary.

1. Tenses, pronoms and possessive adjectives, adverbs of time and place change as in statements

2. The Interrogative form of the verb changes to the affirmative form. The question mark is omitted in indirect questions.

Examples:

He said: “Where does she live?

He asked where she lived
“Where is the station?”

He asked where the station was
He said: “What have you got in your bag?”

He asked me what I had got in my bag
“Mary, when is the next train?”

He asked Mary when the next train was
“When shall I know the result of the test?”

He asked when he would know the result of the test
“Shall we send it to your flat, sir?”

He asked me if they should send it to my flat 

“Shall I bring you some tea?”

He offered to bring me some tea
“Shall we meet at the theatre?”

He suggested meeting at the theatre
	
	Exercises


Write the following questions in Reported Speech 

1. Are you enjoying yourself?

2. Did you see the King yesterday?

3. Does she always wear silk stockings?

4. Have you seen my new hat?

5. Do I look all right?

6. Are the grapes sour?

7. Is it time to go?

8. Will the taxi be here at 8 o’clock?

9. Can you hear a noise?

10. Are my shoes cleaned yet?

11. Did the greengrocer have any fresh vegetables?

12. Does your car always make such a noise?

13. May I use your telephone?

14. Is it raining very heavily?

15. Do you sleep in the afternoons?

16. Was the train very crowded?

17. Have the children put away their toys?

18. Did Bill give you that ring?

19. Why are you so sad?

20. When is your birthday?

21. Who was in the room last night?

22. Where do you live?

23. Are you coming to the party?

24. How are you?

25. What is your favourite colour?

26. What is her surname?

27. How old are you?

28. What is your nationality?

29. Have you ever seen a UFO?

30. Where is the restroom?

