Answer these questions (The Blackout)

1. What was Jim celebrating?

2. Where-do you think- this story took place?

3. Imagine the party. Can you describe what you see?

4. What would Jim study in Colorado?

5. Would he pay for his studies? Why/ why not?

6. If the music is too loud, What should you do?

7. What kinds of people were there at the party?

8. Were they “real friends”?

9. What was the weather like outside?

10. What happened as a consequence of the storm?

11. Which areas were affected?

12. Why did some ladies get nervous/concerned?

13. A man tried to calm people down. Who - do you think- he was?

14. How did the guests’ attitude change?

15. Did the noise and confusion continue? Why not?

16. How had people changed after and during the blackout?

17. How long did the electricity problem last?

18. What happened afterwards?

19. Why do you think the writer felt an “alloyed happiness”?

20. Have you ever experienced a similar situation? When? What happened?

Account for the following sentences/ Answer these questions

Line1: “ The … party was at its climax”

Line2: What is the meaning of the word “Fulbright”

Line3: Where is Colorado?

Line7: What does the word “razzmatazz” mean?

Line10: What is a “challenge”? Give an example

Line13: Why do you think people “did not care much”? 

If you do not care about anything then, you are _________________ 

What do you care about in life? 

Who do you care about in life?

Line14: What were “the surrounding circumstances”?

Line15: “an heterogeneous group”, What does it mean? 

Line18: What is the difference between the words “strange” and “stranger”? Give examples

Line19: “Strangers in the night” is the name of a famous American song. Who is the famous singer?

Line20: When there are heavy rains in Bs. As., the streets usually get full of water or f________________________

Line21: What does the word “apocalyse” mean?

Have you ever read it in the Bible?

What is it about?

Line24: Some people were “blathering” 

What were they doing exactly?

Line30, 31, 32: Do you know any of the neighbourhoods mentioned? Which one? Describe it?

Line37: Where was the party taking place?

Was it a house, a theatre, a hotel, a tower, a modern building.., etc?

Line40: “Getting a taxi must be a difficult task”. Why did the man say this?

Line55: Now the situation was “well-lighted”…What did the writer- mean?

Line60: What is the meaning of the word “bizarre”?

Line65: What is a “budding” friendship?

Line67: Who do you think were “the flattered, virile gentlemen”?

Line69: If a storm abates, it d__________________gradually.

Line70: What do you think happened with Jim in Colorado? Was he happy there?

Now, practise your tenses/ grammar, etc

1. Write 10 sentences extracted from the story in the Simple Past Tense

2. Write 5 sentences in the Simple Present Tense

3. Lines 43-46: Turn this dialogue into the Reported Speech

4. Write 4 sentences in the Past Perfect

5. Write 4 sentences in the Past Continuous

Writing

1. Imagine you are Jim, the Fulbrighter. Write a letter to a friend telling him about your experiences at the party that night

2. Imagine you are, let’s say Paul, the “virile” man who tried to calm the guests down. Write about your experiences and feelings that night.

3. Imagine you are Old Betty. Write about your fears during the blackout

4. Imagine you are the writer. What did you see that night exactly? Why did you feel an “alloyed happiness” in the end?

Choose the correct alternative

1. Jim was on top of the world because

(a) He was on the 23rd floor

(b) He had got a Fulbright scholarship

(c) He was drunk

(d) His parents were happy

2. This was a challenge for Jim as:

(a) He was  going with his parents

(b) He was going alone

(c) He would discover the world alone

(d) He was too young

3. The guests could not understand each other because:

(a) They were all dancing frantically

(b) They were blathering

(c) The music was too loud

(d) The group was heterogeneous

4. One of these neighbourhoods was not affected by the storm:

(a) Balvanera

(b) Olivos

(c) Retiro

(d) Vicente Lòpez 

5. The frantic dancers changed their attitude as:

(a) Now, they were not dancing any more

(b) They were trying to help other people

(c) They started bringing candles and torches 

(d) They were trying to talk with the others

6. During the blackout:

(a) The situation was a pleasant one

(b) Everybody was afraid

(c) Nobody left the room

(d) The mobile phones stopped working too

7. After the blackout:

(a) The party was over

(b) People started socializing

(c) The writer felt sad

(d) Some gentlemen were criticized

